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philosopher wrote his poem on u the way of
truth and the way of opinion," in which he
declared his Absolutist philosophy. This is
anyway the comment1 which, in the Suttu-Pit-
aka, is said to have been made on two occa-
sions by the Bnddha : 1 u The world for the
most part, Kacchana, holds cither to a, belief
in being, or to a belief in non-being. But for
one who by right insight; sees as if really is
how the world comes to pass, there is no non-
being in the world. And for one who by right
insight sees as it really is how the world passes
away, there is no being (literally : bdngness :
atthitd) in %the world. Everything ?\v: this,
Kaeehfuui, is one extreme view, Everything
is not: this is the second extreme view-
Avoiding both these extremes, the Buddha
teaches the Norm by the Mean " (middle).
And the gist of this Doctrine of the Mean is
that life, as we know it, is a becoming, or
coming to be, through one state of the organ-
ism, mental and bodily, inducing a fcv related "
state, as consequent to antecedent.

Whether Parmenides derived his opinions
perhaps through his Pythagorean teachers,
from Indian ideas or not, we do not know.
Nor, in the absence of any fuller statement
of the former extreme, alluded to by the
Bnddha, can we say, whether that view
coincided with I he position taken by Par-
includes. But some coincidence seems pruli-
able. Thai which really is, said Panm-wdes,
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